The real world

Youth will survive the
summer job search

By David Honnessey
dhonnessayirbonnow. com

Schoal’s cut and com-
mencemaett exercises s
over—Imal fors somie (eens
and recent collese frids,
there i 511 work o he
done. They must find a
sursmer job or opet their

foot in the door tof start .

Tl CArter,

Onemploved youth in
Moarwalk angd aroungd the
slate ot o belping handin
frving o 2ecure jobs wihen
Gov. ML Jodi Rell sipned
Senate Bl 2001 vecently.

Continued fram A1

ready putting the meney (o
pood use. Sixly-pizht No-
walk vouths will be trained
by The WorkPlace this
sittmer ard puk boowork at
virions jobs, tirough mon-
e made avatlable  from

stimwdus funds,
The WarkPlace —south.
Wosten Oonnectionts

rogional workforoe board
and one of five regional
workloree boards in - the
state — operates under the
mission of ereating & qual-
Wed, welldrained work-
foroe Leon sabd,

“Inn limve with witat tho
stimulus bill is toying to
aceotimplish, we'te going to
pive kids the opporiunity
for career  exploraiion”
Leon said. “It will ielp put
money in thoir hands.”

Leon said The Work-
Plage posted public ap-
plications  through logal
sohoolzyvatems in April and

The bill zppropriates 11
million in federal stimu-
s Labar Funds For oosure-
mer ol program thag will
penefit s many as 5000
disadvantaged vouths:
The 511 million is part
of 330 million in stim-
Tus werkioroe funds, with
the remainder o be used
for adult and dislocated

WOTRETS.
Mostor Lenn, fszistant
viee president of The

WorkPlacse in Brideepord,
zaid the organization is al-

Sep summer jobs on AT2

May. The 68 who gualificd
will complete g one-wesk
traiving  course at The
WorkPlace and will then
goon o work for six weeks
it "financial services, Web
site development,  digital
media  and  landseaping
programs,” among others,
Leon explained.

“Weowantthemiohavea
rich summer expericnce,”
he said.

MNearly 11,000 applicants
staewite in the boto 24
vear-olid age bracket have
already  applied  for the
summer jobs made avail-
able by 5B 201,

While the  competition
for sunmimers jobs in poneral
will b greater this vear be-
cause af the poor ceonomy,
John Tirinzonie, the siaie
Department of Laboe’s La-
bor Eeonomist, sajd thal
there are. plenty oft oppor-
tunities avaitable thaagh-
ounf the state for vouth to
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secure jobs, He also of ferod
up heiptul advice for all
teeng and eallepe gradu-
aleg in searel of waorl.

“We know I's going (o
be a tough year,” he zaid.
"But there are steps vou
can take 1o help vourzel!
oue.”

Tirinzonie advised
young job bunters fo net
work, a5 shisliss  have
shiwn ag many as 85 per
contt of people. are ired
through network ties. He
alzg suggested yvouth devel
ap g resame, with empha.
ai= an any wark histary.

“Not necoeasurily just thy
positions thev've held,” ho
sabl, "Bur the skilis they
phsenss,”

He even sabd it owould
b worth hirlng a pesume
webler to help hone. Jacks
lster peannies,

Ciher  Ups  Tirmzonde
provided included tak-
ing advantage of local job

fairs, combing through
nowspaps” angd  Inlernet
employinent sites ol at-
tending fee workshops at
career conters.

He =zzid wouth showld
check for Departiment of
Ervironmental Protection
jobs and - opporiunitles st
fowm Parks and Becreation
departinents, which often
ok Lo bive surmeser help

*Ics . the prepavation
ihat is poing 1o be kow for
voung people looking for
work, ™ e said,

“Wlake sure that wvour
resumie is Teolproaf, Avoid
typos, shiw up properly
dressed for nlerviews and
resegrch the company and
Teann aloul thoe compamns.”

And e most Qiffical:

challenge for wens and
college srads looking for
WRY

"Thev're competing
against people oub - there
with more experience,” he
siid,

Despite that, he said
tourism industries, hobpi-
tatity amnd Telsure services,
apriculture and educition
ape still doing well,

“We pet’a lot of youth
Iooking Tor work" said
parvano Donovat of -
pact Personnel, & staffing
ageney based in Morwalk.
“Se el fhem "Don't mit
solrsslf!,”

“Fave a well though out
pesume, and Have someéons
chieck IE Beeanse you ney-
L s Voar v 11_1_'i_5.1_l_|]t(‘.:-'u.

Be polite. Be professional.
Attitude 15 huige We héar
o lot of clients complabn-
ing ahout attitude, And no
miatter how many  Hmes
youve been turned down,
approach andnterviow asa
fresh start.”

“The market Iz tough,
but. it's definitely | geiting

iter,” she added,

I badd geonomy, Dotio-
Vn recominends taking a
Job apportunity that pres-
onts itself, oven if it's not
bibeal,

“I'd say take it angd s6e
whone i leads"™ she sabd,
s preat experionoe (O
ey new things.”



